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Early in the 1800s, American Jews consciously excluded rabbinic forces from playing a role in their
community's development. By the final decades of the century, ordained rabbis were in full control of
America's leading synagogues and large sectors of American Jewish life. How did this shift occur?

Who Rules the Synagogue? explores how American Jewry in the nineteenth century was transformed from a
lay dominated community to one whose leading religious authorities were rabbis. Zev Eleff traces the history
of this revolution, culminating in the Pittsburgh rabbinical conference of 1885 and the commotion caused by
it. Previous scholarship has chartered the religious history of American Judaism during this era, but Eleff
reinterprets this history through the lens of religious authority. In so doing, he offers a fresh view of the story
of American Judaism with the aid of never-before-mined sources and a comprehensive review of periodicals
and newspapers.

Eleff weaves together the significant episodes and debates that shaped American Judaism during this
formative period, and places this story into the larger context of American religious history and modern
Jewish history.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

The book Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious Authority and the Formation of American Judaism can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious Authority and the Formation of American Judaism? Several of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious Authority and the
Formation of American Judaism has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carolyn Foley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious Authority and the
Formation of American Judaism as the daily resource information.

Damian Woodward:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious Authority and the Formation of American
Judaism can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Isaac Lewis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Who Rules the Synagogue?: Religious
Authority and the Formation of American Judaism which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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