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Following their first contact in 1519, accounts of Aztecsidentifying Spaniards as gods proliferated. But what
exactly did the Aztecs mean by a"god" (teotl), and how could human beings become gods or take on godlike
properties? This sophisticated, interdisciplinary study analyzes three concepts that are foundational to Aztec
religion—teotl (god), teixiptla (localized embodiment of agod), and tlaquimilolli (sacred bundles containing
precious objects)—to shed new light on the Aztec understanding of how spiritual beings take on form and
agency in the material world.

In The Fate of Earthly Things, Molly Bassett draws on ethnographic fieldwork, linguistic analyses, visual
culture, and ritual studiesto explore what ritual practices such as human sacrifice and the manufacture of
deity embodiments (including humans who became gods), material effigies, and sacred bundles meant to the
Aztecs. She analyzes the Aztec belief that wearing the flayed skin of a sacrificial victim during a sacred rite
could transform a priest into an embodiment of agod or goddess, as well as how figurines and sacred
bundles could become localized embodiments of gods. Without arguing for unbroken continuity between the
Aztecs and modern speakers of Nahuatl, Bassett also describes contemporary rituals in which indigenous
Mexicans who preserve costumbres (traditions) incorporate totiotzin (gods) made from paper into their daily
lives. Thisresearch allows us to understand a religious imagination that found life in death and believed that
deity embodiments became animate through the ritual binding of blood, skin, and bone.
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From reader reviews:
Blanche Watson:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Baodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of
the Americas), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Rose Miller:

Exactly why? Because this The Fate of Earthly Things. Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages
and Literacies of the Americas) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will jolt you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of advantages than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hesitate having
that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Richard Plummer:

Beside this particular The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and
Literacies of the Americas) in your phone, it may give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec
Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) because this book offersto
you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

ChrisMcCrege:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-
Bodies (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) was bright colored and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book The Fate of Earthly Things: Aztec Gods and God-Bodies (Recovering



Languages and Literacies of the Americas) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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