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Americans have long held fast to a rigid definition of womanhood, revolving around husband, home, and
children. Women who rebelled against this definition and carved out independent lives for themselves have
often been rendered invisible in U.S. history.

In this unusual comparative study, Trisha Franzen brings to light the remarkable lives of two generations of
autonomous women: Progressive Era spinsters and mid-twentieth century lesbians. While both groups of
women followed similar paths to independence--separating from their families, pursuing education, finding
work, and creating woman-centered communities--they faced different material and cultural challenge and
came to claim very different identities.

Many of the turn-of-the-century women were prominent during their time, from internationally recognized
classicist Edith Hamilton through two early Directors of the Women's Bureau, Mary Anderson and Freida
Miller. Maturing during the time of a broad and powerful women's movement, they were among that era's
new women, the often-single women who were viewed as in the vanguard of women's struggle for equality.

In contrast, never-married women after World War II, especially lesbians, were considered beyond the pale
of real womanhood. Before the women's and gay/lesbian liberation movements, they had no positive
contemporary images of alternative lives for women. Highlighting the similarities and differences between
women-oriented women confronting changing gender and sexuality systems, Spinsters and Lesbians thus
traces a continuum among women who constructed lives outside institutionalized heterosexuality.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

This Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life
and Literature Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Spinsters and
Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature
Series) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting
Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Spinsters and
Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature
Series) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carmen Flood:

Here thing why that Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting
Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and
Literature Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no publication that similar with Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood in the United
States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Spinsters and Lesbians:
Independent Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Charles Powers:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent
Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) book as this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.



David Whetstone:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent
Womanhood in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) was bright colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Spinsters and Lesbians: Independent Womanhood
in the United States (The Cutting Edge: Lesbian Life and Literature Series) has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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