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Tamsen Donner. For most the name conjures the ill-fated Donner party trapped in the snows of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains in 1846–47. Others might know Tamsen as the stoic pioneer woman who saw her
children to safety but stayed with her dying husband at the cost of her own life. For Gabrielle Burton,
Tamsen’s story, fascinating in its own right, had long seemed something more: the story of a woman’s life
writ large, one whose impossible balancing of self, motherhood, and marriage spoke to Burton’s own
experience.

This book tells of Burton’s search to solve the mystery of Tamsen Donner for herself. A graceful mingling of
history and memoir, Searching for Tamsen Donner follows Burton and her husband, with their five
daughters, on her journey along Tamsen’s path. From Tamsen’s birthplace in Massachusetts to North
Carolina, where she lost her first family in the space of three months; to Illinois, where she married George
Donner; and finally to the fateful Oregon Trail, Burton recovers one woman’s compelling history through a
modern-day family’s adventure into realms of ultimately timeless experiences. Here Burton has for the first
time collected and published together all seventeen of Tamsen’s known letters.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Here thing why this Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Searching for Tamsen Donner (American
Lives) in e-book can be your substitute.

James Peters:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives)
is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Donald Fujita:

Exactly why? Because this Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joe Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Searching for Tamsen
Donner (American Lives) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick Searching for Tamsen Donner (American Lives) become your own starter.
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