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At the turn of the 20th century, hundreds of handsome, lightning-fast racers won the hearts and minds of a
bicycling-crazed public. Scientists studied them, newspapers glorified them, and millions of dollars in purse
money was awarded to them. Major Taylor aimed to be the fastest of them all. A prominent black man at a
time when such a thing was deemed scandalous, his mounting victories, high moral virtue, and bulletlike
riding style made him a target for ridicule from the press and sabotage by the white riders who shared the
track with him.

Taylor’s most formidable and ruthless opponent—a man nicknamed the “Human Engine”—was Floyd
McFarland. One man was white, one black; one from a storied Virginia family, the other descended from
Kentucky slaves; one celebrated as a hero, one trying to secure his spot in a sport he dominated. The only
thing they had in common was the desire to be named the fastest man alive. Their rivalry riveted first
America, and then the world. Finally, in 1904, both men headed to Australia for a much-anticipated title
match to decide, beyond dispute, who would claim the coveted title.

Major is the gripping story of a superstar nobody saw coming—a classic underdog, aided by an unlikely
crew: a disgraced fight promoter, a broken ex-racer, and a poor upstate girl from New York who wanted to
be a queen. It is also the account of a fierce rivalry that would become an archetypal tale of white versus
black in the 20th century. Most of all, it is the tale of our nation’s first black sports celebrity—a man who
transcended the handicaps of race at the turn of the century to reach the stratosphere of fame.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Major: A Black Athlete, a White
Era, and the Fight to Be the World's Fastest Human Being will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Bobby Kile:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Major: A Black Athlete, a
White Era, and the Fight to Be the World's Fastest Human Being to read.

Michael Davis:

This book untitled Major: A Black Athlete, a White Era, and the Fight to Be the World's Fastest Human
Being to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve
from your list.

Francisco Morgan:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Major: A Black Athlete, a White Era,
and the Fight to Be the World's Fastest Human Being, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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