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With the delectable wit, unforgettable characters, and challenging themes that have won her a Pulitzer Prize
and national bestseller status, Jane Smiley naturally finds a kindred spirit in the author of classics such as
Great Expectations and A Christmas Carol. As "his novels shaped his life as much as his life shaped his
novels," Smiley's Charles Dickens is at once a sensitive profile of the great master and a fascinating
meditation on the writing life.

Smiley evokes Dickens as he might have seemed to his contemporaries: convivial, astute, boundlessly
energetic-and lionized. As she makes clear, Dickens not only led the action-packed life of a prolific writer,
editor, and family man but, balancing the artistic and the commercial in his work, he also consciously
sustained his status as one of the first modern "celebrities."

Charles Dickens offers brilliant interpretations of almost all the major works, an exploration of his narrative
techniques and his innovative voice and themes, and a reflection on how his richly varied lower-class cameos
sprang from an experience and passion more personal than his public knew. Smiley's own "demon narrative
intelligence" (The Boston Globe) touches, too, on controversial details that include Dickens's obsession with
money and squabbles with publishers, his unhappy marriage, and the rumors of an affair.

Here is a fresh look at the dazzling personality of a verbal magician and the fascinating times behind the
classics we read in school and continue to enjoy today.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Charles Dickens: A Life was making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages
for you. The e-book Charles Dickens: A Life is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship while using book Charles Dickens: A Life. You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Robert Irizarry:

This Charles Dickens: A Life book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Charles
Dickens: A Life without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Charles Dickens: A Life can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Charles Dickens: A Life having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Sonia Cote:

You can obtain this Charles Dickens: A Life by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Stephen Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Charles
Dickens: A Life.
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