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Today government agencies not only have official Web sites but also sponsor moderated chats, blogs, digital
video clips, online tutorials, videogames, and virtual tours of national landmarks. Sophisticated online
marketing campaigns target citizens with messages from the government--even as officials make news with
digital gaffes involving embarrassing e-mails, instant messages, and videos. In Virtualpolitik, Elizabeth Losh
closely examines the government's digital rhetoric in such cases and its dual role as mediamaker and
regulator. Looking beyond the usual focus on interfaces, operations, and procedures, Losh analyzes the
ideologies revealed in government's digital discourse, its anxieties about new online practices, and what
happens when officially sanctioned material is parodied, remixed, or recontextualized by users. Losh reports
on a video game that panicked the House Intelligence Committee, pedagogic and therapeutic digital products
aimed at American soldiers, government Web sites in the weeks and months following 9/11, PowerPoint
presentations by government officials and gadflies, e-mail as a channel for whistleblowing, digital satire of
surveillance practices, national digital libraries, and computer-based training for health professionals. Losh
concludes that the government's "virtualpolitik"--its digital realpolitik aimed at preserving its own power--is
focused on regulation, casting as criminal such common online activities as file sharing, video-game play,
and social networking. This policy approach, she warns, indefinitely postpones building effective institutions
for electronic governance, ignores constituents' need to shape electronic identities to suit their personal
politics, and misses an opportunity to learn how citizens can have meaningful interaction with the virtual
manifestations of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster,
Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Leonard Bartow:

Precisely why? Because this Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time
of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Richard Plummer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of
Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT
Press) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Virtualpolitik: An
Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication,
and Mistakes (MIT Press) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Virginia White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of
Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT



Press) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of
Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT
Press).
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