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Perils of Dominance is the first completely new interpretation of how and why the United States went to war
in Vietnam. It provides an authoritative challenge to the prevailing explanation that U.S. officials adhered
blindly to a Cold War doctrine that loss of Vietnam would cause a "domino effect" leading to communist
domination of the area. Gareth Porter presents compelling evidence that U.S. policy decisions on Vietnam
from 1954 to mid-1965 were shaped by an overwhelming imbalance of military power favoring the United
States over the Soviet Union and China. He demonstrates how the slide into war in Vietnam is relevant to
understanding why the United States went to war in Iraq, and why such wars are likely as long as U.S.
military power is overwhelmingly dominant in the world.

Challenging conventional wisdom about the origins of the war, Porter argues that the main impetus for
military intervention in Vietnam came not from presidents Kennedy and Johnson but from high-ranking
national security officials in their administrations who were heavily influenced by U.S. dominance over its
Cold War foes. Porter argues that presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson were all strongly opposed
to sending combat forces to Vietnam, but that both Kennedy and Johnson were strongly pressured by their
national security advisers to undertake military intervention. Porter reveals for the first time that Kennedy
attempted to open a diplomatic track for peace negotiations with North Vietnam in 1962 but was frustrated
by bureaucratic resistance. Significantly revising the historical account of a major turning point, Porter
describes how Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara deliberately misled Johnson in the Gulf of Tonkin
crisis, effectively taking the decision to bomb North Vietnam out of the president's hands.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the
Road to War in Vietnam had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Perils of Dominance:
Imbalance of Power and the Road to War in Vietnam is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power
and the Road to War in Vietnam. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Dorman:

Often the book Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the Road to War in Vietnam has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the Road
to War in Vietnam why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Amy Terrell:

Beside this specific Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the Road to War in Vietnam in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Perils of Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the Road to War
in Vietnam because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!
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