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Can White parents teach their Black children African American culture and history? Can they impart to them
the survival skills necessary to survive in the racially stratified United States? Concerns over racial identity
have been at the center of controversies over transracial adoption since the 1970s, as questions continually
arise about whether White parents are capable of instilling a positive sense of African American identity in
their Black children.

"[An] empathetic study of meanings of cross-racial adoption to adoptees"
—Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 11, No. 11, Nov. 2001

Through in-depth interviews with adult transracial adoptees, as well as with social workers in adoption
agencies, Sandra Patton, herself an adoptee, explores the social construction of race, identity, gender, and
family and the ways in which these interact with public policy about adoption. Patton offers a compelling
overview of the issues at stake in transracial adoption. She discusses recent changes in adoption and social
welfare policy which prohibit consideration of race in the placement of children, as well as public policy
definitions of "bad mothers" which can foster coerced aspects of adoption, to show how the lives of
transracial adoptees have been shaped by the policies of the U.S. child welfare system.

Neither an argument for nor against the practice of transracial adoption, BirthMarks seeks to counter the
dominant public view of this practice as a panacea to the so-called "epidemic" of illegitimacy and the
misfortune of infertility among the middle class with a more nuanced view that gives voice to those directly
involved, shedding light on the ways in which Black and multiracial adoptees articulate their own identity
experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Keith:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America.

Louella Rape:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary
America can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Wesley Baker:

Precisely why? Because this Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Walter Burchett:

You will get this Birthmarks: Transracial Adoption in Contemporary America by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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