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Bringing together an extraordinary richness of evidence—from letters, diaries, and other intimate family
writing of the 17th and 18th centuries—Philip Greven, the distinguished scholar of colonial history explores
the strikingly distinctive ways in which Protestant children were reared, and the Protestant temperament
shaped, in America.

Through this cache of remarkable and remarkably immediate and moving material — the family papers of
some of America’ s most famous theologians, palitical figures, lawyers, and ministers as well as those of
lesser-known contemporaries (farmers, merchants, housewives) who embodied Protestant life and wrote
about it most expressively—Philip Greven traces the hidden continuities of religious experience, of attitudes
toward God, children, the will, the body, sexuality, achievement, pleasure, virtue, and selfhood among the
three Protestant groups of the time. He examines, in turn, the three strains that persisted regardless of
denomination. First, the “evangelicals’ (their dictum for raising children: “Break their wills that you may
save their souls’), ruled by a hostility to the self, afeeling that selfhood is the source of sin, too dangerous to
be sought or desired (Jonathan Edwards wrote: “I have been before God and have given myself, al that | am,
and have, to God; so that | am not, in any respect, my own . . . | have given myself clear away”). And we
hear the products of this upbringing, in their twenties and thirties, speaking of themselvesin the harshest
tones (“My affections carnal, corrupt, and disordered”), distrusting themselves in the most profound ways (a
woman faced with the choice of a husbhand wrote: “1 dare not decide myself and dread nothing more than to
be left to the Bent of my own heart”).

In counterpoint, we see the “moderates,” poised between duty and personal desire, preoccupied but not
obsessed with morality, more interested in self-control than self-suppression (an eminent Unitarian, the
Reverend Theodore Parker of Boston, wrote: “ The will needs regulation, not destroying. | should as soon
think of breaking the legs of ahorsein training him, as a child’swill™).

And, finally, we see the “genteel” in polite society, taking their state of grace for granted, more interested in
self-assertion than self-control, completely at ease with ambition and worldliness—music, dancing, games,
convivial drinking, hunting, and sports all an integral part of the children’slives as they grow into maturity;
the boys groomed for social responsibility, the girls encouraged to be “ steady, studious, docile, with amild
and winning presence, a sweet, obliging temper . . .”"

The Protestant Temperament uncovers the personal experience and the psychological and socia effects of
religion and piety in the American of the 17th and 18th centuries, the feelings as well as the beliefs of
religious people. Fascinating and groundbreaking in its revelations and its radical reassessment of the role of
religion in early American life, Philip Greven's book isamajor intellectual event, an important and
illuminating interpretation of the American Protestant experience.
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Alvarez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Protestant Temperament. Try to the actual book The Protestant
Temperament as your close friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kevin Hardy:

The book The Protestant Temperament can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Protestant Temperament? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Protestant Temperament has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Ronna Rutledge:

The reserve with title The Protestant Temperament posesses a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Donna Valdez;

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Protestant Temperament provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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