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When eighteenth-century American men described "with a swelling of the heart" their friendships with other
men, addressing them as "lovely boy" and "dearly beloved," celebrating the "ardent affection” that knit their
heartsin "indissoluble bonds of fraternal love," their families, neighbors, and acquaintances would have been
neither surprised nor disturbed.

Richard Godbeer's groundbreaking new book examines loving and sentimental friendships among men in the
colonial and revolutionary periods. Inspired in part by the eighteenth-century culture of sensibility and in
part by religious models, these rel ationships were not only important to the personal happiness of those
involved but also had broader social, religious, and political significance.

Godbeer shows that in the aftermath of Independence, patriots drafted a central place for male friendship in
their social and political blueprint for the new republic. American revolutionaries stressed the importance of
the family in the era of self-government, reimagining it in ways appropriate to a new and democratized era.
They thus shifted attention away from patriarchal authority to a more egalitarian model of brotherly
collaboration. In striving to explore the inner emotional lives of early Americans, Godbeer succeedsin
presenting an entirely fresh perspective on the personal relationships and political structures of the period.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of same-sex friendships among women, but thisis the first
book to examine the broad significance ascribed to loving friendships among men during this formative
period of American history. Using an array of personal and public writings, The Overflowing of Friendship
will transform our understanding of early American manhood as well as challenge us to reconsider the ways
we think about gender in this period.
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From reader reviews:
Tim Simmons:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic will make you to become smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suited book with you?

Alicia Gentry:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Overflowing of Friendship:
L ove between Men and the Creation of the American Republic. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jackie Gonzalez:

Here thing why that The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American
Republic are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it dependsin
the content from it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Overflowing of
Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic in e-book can be
your choice.

Michael Hale:

The feeling that you get from The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the
American Republic could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Overflowing of
Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveystheir point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who



read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic instantly.
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