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The “Galileo Affair” has been the locus of various and opposing appraisals for centuries: some view it as an
historical event emblematic of the obscurantism of the Catholic Church, opposed a priori to the progress of
science; others consider it a tragic reciprocal misunderstanding between Galileo, an arrogant and
troublesome defender of the Copernican theory, and his theologian adversaries, who were prisoners of a
narrow interpretation of scripture. In The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? Annibale Fantoli presents a
wide range of scientific, philosophical, and theological factors that played an important role in Galileo’s trial,
all set within the historical progression of Galileo’s writing and personal interactions with his
contemporaries. Fantoli traces the growth in Galileo Galilei’s thought and actions as he embraced the new
worldview presented in On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres, the epoch-making work of the great
Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus. Fantoli delivers a sophisticated analysis of the intellectual milieu of
the day, describes the Catholic Church’s condemnation of Copernicanism (1616) and of Galileo (1633), and
assesses the church’s slow acceptance of the Copernican worldview. Fantoli criticizes the 1992 treatment by
Cardinal Poupard and Pope John Paul II of the reports of the Commission for the Study of the Galileo Case
and concludes that the Galileo Affair, far from being a closed question, remains more than ever a challenge
to the church as it confronts the wider and more complex intellectual and ethical problems posed by the
contemporary progress of science and technology. In clear and accessible prose geared to a wide readership,
Fantoli has distilled forty years of scholarly research into a fascinating recounting of one of the most famous
cases in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? book is readable through
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of The
Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Matthew Waddell:

The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Case of Galileo: A Closed
Question? nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial pondering.

David Wolverton:

This The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question? is great book for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Case of Galileo: A
Closed Question? in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Sylvia Langley:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Case of Galileo: A Closed Question?. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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