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This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and controls on biodiversity. The
author describes major trends in species richness, along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various
possible explanations for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-handed
and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and habitat loss are considered, along with
current strategies for preserving what we have.
This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness patterns and their explanations. As
well as the present day world, it deals with diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species
richness, and the difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The scientifically
compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered in depth.
Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet eminently comprehensible
overview of the ecology and biogeography of species richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of
earlier texts, without sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.
Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of latitudinal gradients, including a
description of major features of the striking gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule,
explanations, major theories and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of
time, including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns, ecosystem changes during
mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots
and local scale patterns in species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the process of identifying new life
forms. The last three chapters cover humans and extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and
global change, including the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including parks,
gene banks and laws.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Species Richness
(Springer Praxis Books)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Valerie Wright:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) book is readable by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Species Richness
(Springer Praxis Books) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Species Richness
(Springer Praxis Books) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lanell Sessions:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Michael Lockwood:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Species Richness (Springer Praxis
Books) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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