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Thanks to breakthroughs in production and food science, agribusiness has been able to devise new ways to
grow more food and get it more places more quickly. There is no shortage of news items on hundreds of
thousands of hybrid poultry – each animal genetically identical to the next – packed together in megabarns,
grown out in a matter of months, then slaughtered, processed and shipped to the other side of the globe. Less
well known are the deadly pathogens mutating in, and emerging out of, these specialized agro-environments.
In fact, many of the most dangerous new diseases in humans can be traced back to such food systems, among
them Campylobacter, Nipah virus, Q fever, hepatitis E, and a variety of novel influenza variants.

                Agribusiness has known for decades that packing thousands of birds or livestock together results in
a monoculture that selects for such disease. But market economics doesn't punish the companies for growing
Big Flu – it punishes animals, the environment, consumers, and contract farmers. Alongside growing profits,
diseases are permitted to emerge, evolve, and spread with little check. “That is,” writes evolutionary
biologist Rob Wallace, “it pays to produce a pathogen that could kill a billion people.”

                In Big Farms Make Big Flu, a collection of dispatches by turns harrowing and thought-provoking,
Wallace tracks the ways influenza and other pathogens emerge from an agriculture controlled by
multinational corporations. Wallace details, with a precise and radical wit, the latest in the science of
agricultural epidemiology, while at the same time juxtaposing ghastly phenomena such as attempts at
producing featherless chickens, microbial time travel, and neoliberal Ebola. Wallace also offers sensible
alternatives to lethal agribusiness. Some, such as farming cooperatives, integrated pathogen management,
and mixed crop-livestock systems, are already in practice off the agribusiness grid.

                While many books cover facets of food or outbreaks, Wallace's collection appears the first to
explore infectious disease, agriculture, economics and the nature of science together. Big Farms Make Big
Flu integrates the political economies of disease and science to derive a new understanding of the evolution
of infections. Highly capitalized agriculture may be farming pathogens as much as chickens or corn.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Auclair:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Big Farms Make Big
Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Dixie Santiago:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Constance Argueta:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature
of Science was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Lowell Decoteau:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on
Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza,
Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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