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Lost in a shipwreck in 1895, rewritten before the author's suicide in 1896, and not published until 1925, José
Asunción Silva's After-Dinner Conversation (De sobremesa) is one of Latin America's finest fin de siècle
novels and the first one to be translated into English. Perhaps the single best work for understanding turn-of-
the-twentieth-century writing in South America, After-Dinner Conversation is also cited as the continent's
first psychological novel and an outstanding example of modernista fiction and the Decadent sensibility.

Semi-autobiographical and more important for style than plot, After-Dinner Conversation is the diary of a
Decadent sensation-collector in exile in Paris who undertakes a quest to find his beloved Helen, a vision
whom his fevered imagination sees as his salvation. Along the way, he struggles with irreconcilable urges
and temptations that pull him in every direction while he endures an environment indifferent or hostile to
spiritual and intellectual pursuits, as did the modernista writers themselves. Kelly Washbourne's excellent
translation preserves Silva's lush prose and experimental style. In the introduction, one of the most wide-
ranging in Silva criticism, Washbourne places the life and work of Silva in their literary and historical
contexts, including an extended discussion of how After-Dinner Conversation fits within Spanish American
modernismo and the Decadent movement. Washbourne's perceptive comments and notes also make the
novel accessible to general readers, who will find the work surprisingly fresh more than a century after its
composition.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan
American Literature in Translation). Try to make book After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent
(Texas Pan American Literature in Translation) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend
when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Adam McGrath:

The book After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan American Literature in
Translation) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave a good thing like a book After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas
Pan American Literature in Translation)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan American Literature in Translation) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Tanya Nolan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject After-Dinner
Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan American Literature in Translation) suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled After-Dinner Conversation: The
Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan American Literature in Translation)is one of several books this everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Toby Lowry:

The reserve with title After-Dinner Conversation: The Diary of a Decadent (Texas Pan American Literature
in Translation) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.



This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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