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In Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom, Mary P. Nichols argues for the centrality of the idea of freedom
in Thucydides' thought. Through her close reading of his History of the Peloponnesian War, she explores the
manifestations of this theme. Cities and individuals in Thucydides' history take freedom as their goal,
whether they claim to possess it and want to maintain it or whether they desire to attain it for themselves or
others. Freedom is the goal of both antagonists in the Peloponnesian War, Sparta and Athens, although in
different ways. One of the fullest expressions of freedom can be seen in the rhetoric of Thucydides’ Pericles,
especially in his famous funeral oration.

More than simply documenting the struggle for freedom, however, Thucydides himself is taking freedom as
his cause. On the one hand, he demonstrates that freedom makes possible human excellence, including
courage, self-restraint, deliberation, and judgment, which support freedom in turn. On the other hand, the
pursuit of freedom, in one’s own regime and in the world at large, clashes with interests and material
necessity, and indeed the very passions required for its support. Thucydides’ work, which he himself
considered a possession for all time, therefore speaks very much to our time, encouraging the defense of
freedom while warning of the limits and dangers in doing so. The powerful must defend freedom,
Thucydides teaches, but beware that the cost not become freedom itself.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Lara:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom. All type
of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Susan Rogers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom book
as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Arnold Allison:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Thucydides
and the Pursuit of Freedom, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Gregory Eubanks:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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