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From the Copernican revolution of Immanuel Kant to the cognitive mapping of Fredric Jameson to the
postcolonial politics of Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, representation has been posed as both indispensable and
impossible. In his pathbreaking work, The Abyss of Representation, George Hartley traces the development
of this impossible necessity from its German Idealist roots through Marxist theories of postmodernism,
arguing that in this period of skepticism and globalization we are still grappling with issues brought forth
during the age of romanticism and revolution. Hartley shows how the modern problem of
representation—the inability of a figure to do justice to its object—still haunts today's postmodern
philosophy and politics. He reveals the ways the sublime abyss that opened up in Idealist epistemology and
aesthetics resurfaces in recent theories of ideology and subjectivity.

Hartley describes how modern theory from Kant through Lacan attempts to come to terms with the sublime
limits of representation and how ideas developed with the Marxist tradition—such as Marx’s theory of value,
Althusser’s theory of structural causality, or Zizek’s theory of ideological enjoyment—can be seen as
variants of the sublime object. Representation, he argues, is ultimately a political problem. Whether that
problem be a Marxist representation of global capitalism, a deconstructive representation of subaltern
women, or a Chicano self-representation opposing Anglo-American images of Mexican Americans, it is only
through this grappling with the negative, Hartley explains, that a Marxist theory of postmodernism can begin
to address the challenges of global capitalism and resurgent imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Abyss of Representation:
Marxism and the Postmodern Sublime (Post-Contemporary Interventions) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Teresa Propst:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Abyss of
Representation: Marxism and the Postmodern Sublime (Post-Contemporary Interventions). All type of book
is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jessica Keith:

Typically the book The Abyss of Representation: Marxism and the Postmodern Sublime (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you.
The book The Abyss of Representation: Marxism and the Postmodern Sublime (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patricia Meyer:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Abyss of Representation: Marxism and the Postmodern Sublime
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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