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The Black Power movement represented a key turning point in American politics. Disenchanted by the

hollow progress of federal desegregation during the 1960s, many black citizens and leaders across the United

States demanded meaningful self-determination. The popular movement they created was marked by a

vigorous artistic renaissance, militant political action, and fierce ideological debate.

 

Exploring the major political and intellectual currents from the Black Power era to the present, Cedric

Johnson reveals how black political life gradually conformed to liberal democratic capitalism and how the

movement’s most radical aims—the rejection of white aesthetic standards, redefinition of black identity,

solidarity with the Third World, and anticapitalist revolution—were gradually eclipsed by more moderate

aspirations. Although Black Power activists transformed the face of American government, Johnson

contends that the evolution of the movement as a form of ethnic politics restricted the struggle for social

justice to the world of formal politics.

 

 

Johnson offers a compelling and theoretically sophisticated critique of the rhetoric and strategies that

emerged in this period. Drawing on extensive archival research, he reinterprets the place of key intellectual

figures, such as Harold Cruse and Amiri Baraka, and influential organizations, including the African

Liberation Support Committee, the National Black Political Assembly, and the National Black Independent

Political Party in postsegregation black politics, while at the same time identifying the contradictions of

Black Power radicalism itself.

 

Documenting the historical retreat from radical, democratic struggle, Revolutionaries to Race Leaders



ultimately calls for the renewal of popular struggle and class-conscious politics.

 

Cedric Johnson is assistant professor of political science at Hobart and William Smith Colleges.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Young:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black
Power and the Making of African American Politics will make you to become smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Carol Ray:

The book untitled Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American
Politics contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice read.

Kenneth Cunningham:

This Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics is new
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics can
be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black
Power and the Making of African American Politics can give you a lot of good friends because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly



your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American
Politics.
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