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Essay from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: A, University of Massachusetts
- Dartmouth (English Department), course: English 391 Honors: New England and the Sea, 0 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Throughout the whole novel Melville undertook great pains to
provide a vast network of associations in order to amplify the image of the whale for the reader. A glance at
Melville’s sources proves that he had amassed a collection of general and mythological accounts of the
whale even before he began to write Moby-Dick. Becoming ever more aware of the multiplicity of possible
interpretations of the whale, Melville admitted in Chapter 104 that the main theme of the book is a “mighty
theme,” brought to perfection in
a “mighty book” (p. 349). Every description of a different concept of the White Whale from any culture
brings with it a vast body of pictures and notions, each able to incite a reaction of associations within the
reader; the result being necessarily a wide range of different meanings – almost one meaning for every
reader. Cloaked in different accounts of the White Whale comes an amplification process. The reader is
confronted with concepts
of the Whale and his whiteness, each accompanied with a series of possible associations that finally give the
White Whale its immeasurable plurality of meaning. That Melville’s narrator had undoubtedly more than one
meaning in mind for the whale tells Ch. 1: And still deeper the meaning of that story of Narcissus, who
because he could not grasp the tormenting, mild image he saw in the fountain, plunged into it and drowned.
But that same image we ourselves see in all rivers and oceans. (p. 20) The notion that everybody sees
something different in a mirror elucidates the amplification process the narrator has in store for the reader.
Just as a mirror, the novel serves as an instrument of self-assessment: the reader looks into the book, and
combines personal background with the “raw material” of concepts that enable him to develop his
associations that finally form his image of the whale. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

The book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Meanings of the White
Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Bunnell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville:
Moby Dick) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby
Dick) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick). You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Anna Snyder:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) content conveys prospect easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville:
Moby Dick) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Constance Argueta:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Meanings of the White Whale (Herman
Melville: Moby Dick) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and



loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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