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For much of her career Mary Louise Smith stood alone as awoman in aworld of politics run by men. After
devoting over two decades of her life to politics, she eventually became the first, and only, woman chairman
of the Republican National Committee. Suzanne O’ Dea examines Smith’srise and fall within the party and
analyzes her strategies for gaining the support of Republican Party leaders.

Smith’s leadership skills grew from the time she worked in rural precincts. During her twenty-eight months
as chairman, Smith dealt with highs and lows as she blazed not only atrail of her own but also one for the
Republican Party, including assembling the team that kept the party intact following the devastation of
Watergate. She was present during the party’ s shift from moderate |eadership, as exemplified by Ford, to the
increasingly conservative leadership still seen today. Smith was an advocate for the Equal Rights
Amendment, a supporter of the pro-choice movement, and a proponent of gay rights.

Though handpicked by President Ford, Smith still found herself struggling against the party and at times
even against the president himself. At one point Smith lost months of fundraising opportunities as a result of
a disagreement with the president. She and her staff developed innovative strategies, still used in the party
today, to attract desperately needed dollars from major donors. Even so, people within the administration as
well as unnamed party leaders regularly intimated that Smith’ s days as chairman were numbered. Even after
leaving the chairmanship, Smith remained loyal to the party from which she felt increasingly alienated.

O’ Dea uses extensive personal interviews with Smith and her staff at the RNC to recount not only Smith’s
and the GOP’ s changing fortunes but also the challenges Republican women faced as they worked to gain a
larger party presence. These behind-the-scenes perspectives show the tactics and strategies of the Republican
Party’ s power struggles along with Smith’s own opinions about |eadership style. With relevance to today’ s
political strategies and conservative shift, O’ Dea highlights Mary Louise Smith’s mark on Republican
history.
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From reader reviews:
Kermit Diaz;

The book Madam Chairman: Mary Louise Smith and the Republican Revival after Watergate has alot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Thelma Scott:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This publication Madam Chairman: Mary Louise Smith and the Republican
Revival after Watergate was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some peopl e has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike currently, many ways
to get book you wanted.

Alan Durham:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Madam Chairman: Mary Louise Smith and the Republican Revival after
Watergate can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Charles Aranda;

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Madam Chairman: Mary L ouise Smith and the Republican Revival after
Watergate when you desired it?
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