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The only successful European impresarios in mid-nineteenth century Mexican Texas—men authorized to
bring immigrants to settle the vast spaces of Mexico's northern territories—were Irish. On their land grants,
Irish settlers founded Refugio and San Patricio and went on to take active roles in the economic and political
development of Texas. It required a hardy spirit and strong ambition to weather the perils that accompanied
these opportunities—the long journey, shipwrecks, hostile Indians, injury and disease—and Irish pioneers
proved fit for the task. They were not seeking relief from famine or English oppression in their own country.
These were vigorous, strong-willed people who possessed the monetary means to remove themselves from
their insular surroundings. What they were seeking, and what they obtained, was land.

Graham Davis tells this Irish-Texan story of the search for land by recounting the experiences of the original
empresarios John McMullen, James McGloin, James Power, and James Hewetson, and he finishes the book
with an impressive description of the ranching empire of Power's nephew, Thomas O'Connor. In between, he
examines the marriages, commercial contacts, political alliances, and language ties that "Mexicanized" these
successful entrepreneurs. Living in the heart of the war zone, some of the Irish settlers fought for
independence while others remained loyal to the Mexican government that had made them citizens and given
them land.

Davis offers a vivid picture of the hardships of pioneer life and the building of communities, churches, and
schools. He describes how Irish ranchers had the opportunity to thrive after the annexation of Texas and
emphasizes their willing acceptance of Mexican ranching methods. He makes a convincing case that the Irish
came to Texas not as victims but as entrepreneurs and opportunists in search of land.
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From reader reviews:

David Packard:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Land!: Irish Pioneers in Mexican and Revolutionary Texas
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University).

Judi Orta:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Land!: Irish Pioneers in
Mexican and Revolutionary Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M
University). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Antonette Schneider:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Land!: Irish Pioneers in Mexican and
Revolutionary Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) to
read.

Joan Morris:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Land!: Irish
Pioneers in Mexican and Revolutionary Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students,
Texas A&M University) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Land!: Irish Pioneers in Mexican and Revolutionary Texas (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University)is the main one of several books this everyone read
now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of



people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.
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