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Far from abolishing the freedom of local cults and undermining existing town plans, the Umayyads
acknowledged the aesthetic language already in place on their arrival in Jordan (661), and re-invented its
forms with an astonishing freedom of expression. Brief as their hegemony was (less than 90 years) the role
of the Umayyad caliphs remains crucial in the history of Islam. By establishing the first crossroads between
the two blocs of the Muslim world (Iran–Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean), they brought the richness of
the two civilisations to a re-united Middle East. The Umayyads were passionate architects and most of the art
forms in which they have excelled (mosaic, stucco, frescoes and figurative sculpture) are, therefore, linked to
architecture. Although they borrowed a number of motifs from the inexhaustible Antique repertoire, the
architecture, as much as the decorative arts, clearly prefigure the artistic expressions of a later Islam. Jordan,
small though it is, is a huge open-air museum, and it is to the Umayyads that one owes the apparition of the
minaret, mihrab and maqsura; the full development of geometrical motifs
and epigraphic borders. The pivotal role of the Umayyads in world culture is witnessed in the civic
architecture of the period, which generated a multitude of splendidly decorated palaces such as, for
example, the largest Umayyad Palace of Jordan, ‘Qasr al-Mouchatta’ or Qousayr Amra, where the
famous frescoes of the Six Kings exhibit clearly their Hellenistic influence. Masterpieces such as
caravanserais, country residences, hammams and great works of art, equally attest to Umayyad
supremacy in the innovative use of existing styles. Museum With No Frontiers eloquently succeeds
in bringing to light the cardinal synthesis which has presided over the birth of this unique artistic
language.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

The book The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) to be your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic
Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Hyacinth Mills:

The feeling that you get from The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean)
is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art
in the Mediterranean) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) instantly.

Louis Trent:

This The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1
(Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in
the Mediterranean) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jamie Norman:

The book untitled The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice examine.
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