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Pilgrims in the deserts of Egypt and the holy land during the fourth and fifth centuries A.D. often reported
visiting holy people as part of their tours of holy places. This is the first comprehensive study of pilgrimage
to these famous ascetics of late antique Christianity. Through an original analysis of pilgrim writings of this
period, Georgia Frank discovers a literary imagination at work, one that both recorded and shaped the
experience of pilgrimage to living saints. Taking an important new approach to these texts, Frank finds in
them a record of the writers’ and readers’ spiritual expectations and uses these fresh insights to add
substantially to our understanding of the purposes and practices of pilgrimage.

Frank focuses in particular on two important and well-known early texts—The History of the Monks in Egypt 
(ca. 400) and Palladius’s The Lausiac History (ca. 420), situating these narratives in their literary, historical,
and spiritual contexts. She compares these narratives to exotic travel writing and to tales of otherworldly
journeys. Bringing in contemporary theory, she demonstrates the importance of sight as a means of spiritual
progress and explores the relation between the function of sight in these narratives and in other expressions
of visual piety in late antiquity Christianity, such as the veneration of relics and, eventually, icons.

With its unique focus on the sensory dimensions of pilgrimage—especially visuality—this absorbing book
widens our understanding of early Christian pilgrims and those who read their accounts. At the same time, it
also sheds new light on the relation between religious experience and the senses, on literary representations
of visual experience, and on the literature of pious travel.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Dugan:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be The Memory of the Eyes: Pilgrims to Living Saints in Christian Late Antiquity
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage).

Charles Wright:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. The Memory of the Eyes: Pilgrims to Living Saints in Christian Late Antiquity
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

Thomas Baier:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Memory of the Eyes: Pilgrims to
Living Saints in Christian Late Antiquity (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) as well as others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Memory of the
Eyes: Pilgrims to Living Saints in Christian Late Antiquity (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Sarah Petty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Memory of the
Eyes: Pilgrims to Living Saints in Christian Late Antiquity (Transformation of the Classical Heritage).
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