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Cool is a word of American English that has been integrated into the vocabulary of numerous languages
around the globe. Today it is a term most often used in advertising trendy commodities, or, more generally,
in promoting urban lifestyles in our postmodern age. But what is the history of the term “cool?" When has
coolness come to be associated with certain modes of contemporary self-fashioning? On what grounds do
certain nations claim a privilege to be recognized as “cool?" These are some of the questions that served as a
starting-point for a comparative cultural inquiry which brought together specialists from American Studies
and Japanese Studies, but also from Classics, Philosophy and Sociology. The conceptual grid of the volume
can be described as follows:

(1) Coolness is a metaphorical term for affect-control. It is tied in with cultural discourses on the emotions
and the norms of their public display, and with gendered cultural practices of subjectivity.

(2) In the course of the cultural transformations of modernity, the term acquired new importance as a concept
referring to practices of individual, ethnic, and national difference.

(3) Depending on cultural context, coolness is defined in terms of aesthetic detachment and self-irony, of
withdrawal, dissidence and even latent rebellion.

(4) Coolness often carries undertones of ambivalence. The situational adequacy of cool behavior becomes an
issue for contending ethical and aesthetic discourses since an ethical ideal of self-control and a strategy of
performing self-control are inextricably intertwined.

(5) In literature and film, coolness as a character trait is portrayed as a personal strength, as a lack of
emotion, as an effect of trauma, as a mask for suffering or rage, as precious behavior, or as savvyness. This
wide spectrum is significant: artistic productions offer valid insights into contradictions of cultural discourses
on affect-control.

(6) American and Japanese cultural productions show that twentieth-century notions of coolness hybridize
different cultural traditions of affect-control.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Zimmerman:

The book The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European
Antiquity, the United States, and Japan give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize
to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Cultural Career of
Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a guide The
Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United
States, and Japan. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Filiberto Dacosta:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Cultural Career of Coolness:
Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ruth Morefield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices
of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ronald Marinelli:

This The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the
United States, and Japan is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of
Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form



and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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