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In Intimate Reconstructions, Catherine Jones considers how children shaped, and were shaped by, Virginia’s
Reconstruction. Jones argues that questions of how to define, treat, reform, or protect children were never far
from the surface of public debate and private concern in post–Civil War Virginia. Through careful
examination of governmental, institutional, and private records, the author traces the unpredictable paths
black and white children traveled through this tumultuous period. Putting children at the center of the
narrative reveals the unevenness of the transitions that defined Virginia in the wake of the Civil War: from
slavery to freedom, from war to peace, and from secession to a restored but fractured union. While some
children emerged from the war under the protection of families, others navigated treacherous circumstances
on their own. The reconfiguration of postwar households, and disputes over children’s roles within them,
fueled broader debates over public obligations to protect all children.

The reorganization of domestic life was a critical proving ground for Reconstruction. Freedpeople’s efforts
to recover children strained against white Virginians’ efforts to retain privileges formerly undergirded by
slavery. At the same time, orphaned children, particularly those who populated the streets of Virginia’s
cities, prompted contentious debate over who had responsibility for their care, as well as rights to their labor.

By revisiting conflicts over the practices of orphan asylums, apprenticeship, and adoption, Intimate
Reconstructions demonstrates that race continued to shape children’s postwar lives in decisive ways. In
private and public, children were at the heart of Virginians’ struggles over the meanings of emancipation and
Confederate defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

This Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the
Civil War Era) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Intimate Reconstructions:
Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the
Civil War Era) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Intimate Reconstructions: Children in
Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) having very good arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Rogers:

Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil
War Era) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Lily Tarver:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil
War Era) can make you sense more interested to read.

Nathan Strong:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Intimate Reconstructions: Children in



Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil
War Era) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of this time.
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