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Chasing the Rising Sun is the story of an American musical journey told by a prize-winning writer who
traced one song in its many incarnations as it was carried across the world by some of the most famous
singers of the twentieth century.

Most people know the song "House of the Rising Sun" as 1960s rock by the British Invasion group the
Animals, a ballad about a place in New Orleans -- a whorehouse or a prison or gambling joint that's been the
ruin of many poor girls or boys. Bob Dylan did a version and Frijid Pink cut a hard-rocking rendition. But
that barely scratches the surface; few songs have traveled a journey as intricate as "House of the Rising Sun."

The rise of the song in this country and the launch of its world travels can be traced to Georgia Turner, a
poor, sixteen-year-old daughter of a miner living in Middlesboro, Kentucky, in 1937 when the young folk-
music collector Alan Lomax, on a trip collecting field recordings, captured her voice singing "The Rising
Sun Blues." Lomax deposited the song in the Library of Congress and included it in the 1941 book Our
Singing Country. In short order, Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Lead Belly, and Josh White learned the song
and each recorded it. From there it began to move to the planet's farthest corners. Today, hundreds of artists
have recorded "House of the Rising Sun," and it can be heard in the most diverse of places -- Chinese
karaoke bars, Gatorade ads, and as a ring tone on cell phones.

Anthony began his search in New Orleans, where he met Eric Burdon of the Animals. He traveled to the
Appalachians -- to eastern Kentucky, eastern Tennessee, and western North Carolina -- to scour the
mountains for the song's beginnings. He found Homer Callahan, who learned it in the mountains during a
corn shucking; he discovered connections to Clarence "Tom" Ashley, who traveled as a performer in a 1920s
medicine show. He went to Daisy, Kentucky, to visit the family of the late high-lonesome singer Roscoe
Holcomb, and finally back to Bourbon Street to see if there really was a House of the Rising Sun. He
interviewed scores of singers who performed the song. Through his own journey he discovered how
American traditions survived and prospered -- and how a piece of culture moves through the modern world,
propelled by technology and globalization and recorded sound.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

This Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song without we know teach the one
who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Chasing the Rising
Sun: The Journey of an American Song can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Chasing the
Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Matthew Wallace:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Chasing the
Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American
Songis the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Ronald Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an
American Song can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Chasing the Rising
Sun: The Journey of an American Song.

Ernie Fleishman:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an
American Song to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book
and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go



through it. Beside that the book Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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