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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,4, University of
Gottingen, language: English, abstract: When Melville wrote "Bartleby, The Scrivener”, he wasin a state of
intense despair and a feeling of rejection had come over him because his former works such as "Moby Dick"
and "Pierre” had not received the attention and appreciation he had expected. Many critics consider

Melville' sfailure to reach the contemporary readership to have influenced his later works such as the "Piazza
Tales' (Dan McCall, The Silence Of Bartleby., p. 38). Some even regard the figure of Bartleby asa
personification of the author (Robert Rogers, A Psychoanalytic Reading Of The Double In Literature.
Detroit/Michigan: Wayne State Univ. Press, 1970, p. 67-68). Most critics agree that Bartleby is one of the
most interesting characters of nineteenth century literature, also from a psychological point of view. In
contrast to religious, philological or other approaches, psychoanalytic criticism is an especially anachronistic
approach: Melville did not have the means of modern psychology to describe and explain such illnesses as
schizophrenia, autism and similar personality disorders. "Bartleby, The Scrivener” is afictional work of art
while a psychological explanation of Bartleby’sillnessis scientific.

In psychoanalytic criticism there are three possible objects of analysis: The author (a so-called psycho-
biographical approach), the fictional characters and the readership (Oxford Encycl 823). My main focus will
be on the figure of Bartleby along with the narrator who is considered by some criticsto be a,, psychol ogical
double" of Bartleby and vice-versa (Rogers, Psychological Double, p. 67). Firstly, | will draw arough
summary of the transition from moral philosophy to psychology and situate Melville in that historical context
and show how thisinfluenced his worldview and accordingly, hisworks. Then | will make brief definitions
of the mental illnesses schizophrenia and autistic disorder which are relevant for my textual analysis. The
main body of thiswork will be the textual (psycho-)analysis of "Bartleby, The Scrivener”, where | will try to
determine in how far Bartleby ismentally ill, how Melville reflects this fact in hislanguage and imagery and
which role the narrator playsin this context.
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From reader reviews:
Justin Davis;

Baook is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman Melville's
Bartleby, The Scrivener will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidenceif you can
know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Colleen Edwards;

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman
Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman
Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you truly fedl bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman Melville's Bartleby, The
Scrivener. You never fed lose out for everything should you read some books.

Wendell Radford:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism
in Herman Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener as good book not just by
the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

John Almanzar:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Pathology of Bartleby: Autismin
Herman Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different



case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Pathology of Bartleby: Autism in Herman Melville's
Bartleby, The Scrivener to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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