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On August 4, 1578, in an ill-conceived attempt to wrest Morocco back from the hands of the infidel Moors,
King Sebastian of Portugal led his troops to slaughter and was himself slain. Sixteen years later, King
Sebastian rose again. In one of the most famous of European impostures, Gabriel de Espinosa, an ex-soldier
and baker by trade—and most likely under the guidance of a distinguished Portuguese friar—appeared in a
Spanish convent town passing himself off as the lost monarch. The principals, along with a large cast of
nuns, monks, and servants, were confined and questioned for nearly a year as a crew of judges tried to
unravel the story, but the culprits went to their deaths with many questions left unanswered.

 

Ruth MacKay recalls this conspiracy, marked both by scheming and absurdity, and the legal inquest that
followed, to show how stories of this kind are conceived, told, circulated, and believed. She reveals how the
story of Sebastian, supposedly in hiding and planning to return to claim his crown, was lodged among other
familiar stories: prophecies of returned leaders, nuns kept against their will, kidnappings by Moors,
miraculous escapes, and monarchs who die for their country. As MacKay demonstrates, the conspiracy could
not have succeeded without the circulation of news, the retellings of the fatal battle in well-read chronicles,
and the networks of rumors and correspondents, all sharing the hope or belief that Sebastian had survived
and would one day return.

 

With its royal intrigues, ambitious artisans, dissatisfied religious women, and corrupt clergy, The Baker Who
Pretended to Be King of Portugal will undoubtedly captivate readers as it sheds new light on the intricate
political and cultural relations between Spain and Portugal in the early modern period and the often elusive
nature of historical truth.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of
Portugal will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Esther Watson:

Here thing why this The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal
in e-book can be your option.

Wilbert Westerfield:

The event that you get from The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal is a more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Baker Who Pretended
to Be King of Portugal instantly.

Cora Snyder:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Baker Who Pretended to Be King of Portugal, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon



about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.
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