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A significant body of scholarship examines the production of children’s literature by women and minorities,
as well as the representation of gender, race, and sexuality. But few scholars have previously analyzed class
in children’s literature. This definitive collection remedies that by defining and exemplifying historical
materialist approaches to children’s literature. The introduction of Little Red Readings lucidly discusses
characteristics of historical materialism, the methodological approach to the study of literature and culture
first outlined by Karl Marx, defining key concepts and analyzing factors that have marginalized this
tradition, particularly in the United States.

The thirteen essays here analyze a wide range of texts—from children’s bibles to Mary Poppins to The
Hunger Games—using concepts in historical materialism from class struggle to the commodity. Essayists
apply the work of Marxist theorists such as Ernst Bloch and Fredric Jameson to children’s literature and film.
Others examine the work of leftist writers in India, Germany, England, and the United States.

The authors argue that historical materialist methodology is critical to the study of children’s literature, as
children often suffer most from inequality. Some of the critics in this collection reveal the ways that
literature for children often functions to naturalize capitalist economic and social relations. Other critics
champion literature that reveals to readers the construction of social reality and point to texts that enable an
understanding of the role ordinary people might play in creating a more just future. The collection adds
substantially to our understanding of the political and class character of children’s literature worldwide, and
contributes to the development of a radical history of children’s literature.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Little Red Readings: Historical Materialist
Perspectives on Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Linda Matthews:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Little Red Readings: Historical Materialist Perspectives
on Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) as well as others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Little Red Readings: Historical
Materialist Perspectives on Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Leslie Mickle:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Little Red Readings: Historical Materialist Perspectives on Children's Literature (Children's
Literature Association Series) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life at this time book Little Red Readings: Historical Materialist Perspectives on
Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series). You can more desirable than now.

Deborah Lacey:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Little Red Readings: Historical
Materialist Perspectives on Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Little Red Readings:



Historical Materialist Perspectives on Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) can to
be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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